North East Lincolnshire Inspiring Communities Project
Short description of the project – Our programme is centred around a community school in Grimsby.  The school is based in a community which has significant challenges and, because it wishes to be truly representative of the local community, it is not the first choice for parents of more ‘academic’ pupils.  The school has experienced falling numbers but, as it is surrounded by academies, regularly takes in excluded pupils from these academies also.

Our aims have been threefold really:

1.  to inspire pupils and build their self-esteem by showing them what they really could achieve

2. To build bridges with the community, forging stronger partnerships between the school and the community it serves

3. To engage more parents and encourage them to become more involved in the educational lives of their children.

Key learning points you would like to share with colleagues

1. Self-esteem and confidence can be improved in children with the right kind of approach and programmes.  Whilst it is useful to have initial funding to start such projects, we are hopeful that much of the ‘spirit’ of Inspiring Communities can be maintained beyond the project funding.  By offering a diverse range of projects, we have been able to find something that will engage most pupils in one way or another.  The Head is now seeking ways to include some of these new activities within the future curriculum. 

2.  It is possible to build bridges with the community when school staff are willing to ‘go out there’ as well as invite the community to come to them.

3. The work to engage parents has not been as successful as we had hoped.  We have managed to fill four parent governor vacancies over the past year, but there is still a lot of work to do, as can be evidenced by attendance at parents’ evenings.  The Head is beginning to realize that parents’ evenings need to be more of a social/networking event if he is to attract more parents in future. 

Web link for people to find more detailed information, reports etc.
http://www.whitgift-school.co.uk/page4_135/
http://www.mediamashup.net/
http://www.immagestudios.co.uk/index.php/2010/08/12/media-mashup/
http://www.channel7tv.co.uk/7player.php?id=194
Contact name and email address – Paul Tinsley, e-mail contact: paultinsley@hotmail.co.uk Tel 07717 587108

