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Inspiring Communities Manchester
Gorton People, Stronger Together

The project is based in the heart of Gorton, with the office in Gorton Community Centre. The project has been very successful in its engagement of the community and delivery of the projects.
We have a representative on all the local meetings, such as Gorton Youth Partnership, Gorton All Together, Events Committee and others with housing providers, local police and local schools. 
The project has delivered a significant amount of work with local schools with interventions such as Film and media alternative education, Reclaiming Safer School Routes, Gorton World Cup and Parents Evening in the home. We have delivered Gorton Girls RECLAIM and Gorton Boys RECLAIM.

We have also recruited, developed and trained a Youth Committee of 10 young people, aged between 13 and 18 years. This group meets regularly and have attended local meetings with the GPST Co-ordinator to consult with senior members in the community. They planned and delivered with the GPST team a large scale event, I Love Gorton Day. The group has received massive recognition in the community for this work and had over 1500 people attend on the day, and now continue to work with other agencies alongside us in delivering projects and events. The group then went on the plan and deliver Gorton’s Big Sunday Lunch which was an event designed to get families eating together again, as it had been identified as an issue several times during their consultation.
We have also designed and delivered a community art project in Gorton Market, with 7 workshops being delivered to different age groups across the week by local artists. Next to the workshops in also now a gallery we have called Gortonia-Republic of Art, where all the work done by local people is then displayed.
Others work we have done includes, a Community training day, Friday night youth provision, Adult training sessions, film and reading groups, outdoor activities, events with other local groups, projects with local schools, projects and events with Manchester City Football Club. We have supported local sports teams and groups. We have provided train the trainer training to local people who can then deliver the training to young people and adult groups across Gorton, in life skills, anger management and many other areas, this was fully accredited and an A level equivalent.

 We are a small team of 3 people but have the youth committee, our dedicated community champions and also now a large group of volunteers.

Things that we have learnt as a project is that never giving up is essential in this type of work, other organizations might also give negative feedback and give the impression that the community will be negative or disinterested in the projects you deliver, never take someone else’s word for that and always persevere! Consultation is so important.
The Community Champions have also been an essential part of our project, for their knowledge, their dedication and also as contacts for other people in the area.

It was very important for us to attend as many meetings as possible in the early stages so we could see what meetings we needed to regular attend and make sure that no key ones were missed. This has ensured that we have been able to embed fully into the community, fully develop professional relationships and implement new partnerships.

More information can be found on our website www.gorton-people.org
Andrea Taylor (Project Co-ordinator) a.taylor@urbis.org.uk tel 0161 230 7679
