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East Shields Inspiring Communities Partnership
Short description of the project

Our Inspiring Communities project was designed to broaden the horizons and raise the attainment levels of 11-14 year olds in the East Shields area. The programme of activities has complemented all four of the key aims of Inspiring Communities, through creating in the school a community hub that has provided advice and guidance attracting local parents to raise their own aspirations and those of their children.  The project has provided a number of outdoor activities based at our own Outdoor Education Centre in Cumbria aimed at building confidence, team work, self esteem and providing new experiences for our young people.   Our Education Business Partnership ‘Blue Venture’ has provided a wide range of training opportunities, field trips, information sessions and skills development focusing on raising awareness on business and enterprise opportunities, highlighting progression routes, employment prospects and providing positive role models to young people.   

Key learning points you would like to share with colleagues

· As part of achieving Key Performance Indicators, one to one tuition has been made available to individuals who’s reading ages and attainments were lower than National averages. This saw a dramatic increase in individual attainment levels, reading ages and attendance.
· Working in partnership with Blue Venture, several events have been held to support raising aspirations within the community and young people. With the support of local businesses and organizations we have seen a dramatic rise in individual aspirations, aims, goals and participation in further learning.
· As part of the East Shields project a number of training opportunities have been made available, where members of the local community can access support with future pathways, qualifications, Information Advice & Guidance, employment support, job search, under pinning knowledge in skilled trades, horticulture etc. This has seen a number of community volunteers furthering theirs skills and qualifications with several sourcing full time employment and gaining further qualifications. 
Web link will be available in Feb for people to find more detailed information, 

Graham Oliver, Inspiring Communities Project Manager. 
Email; Graham.oliver@sscschool.co.uk
